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Mission, Vision & History 
Native American Fatherhood & Families 
Association (NAFFA) is an Arizona based non-
profit 501(C) (3) organization founded in 2002. 
This organization began with the purpose of 
strengthening Native American families through 
responsible fatherhood. Native Americans are a 
great people and they come from greatness, a 
great heritage, history and culture. We have to 
be reminded of it at times, but when we take 
hold of those principles of greatness, we harness 
the power of change. 
 
Greatness must start and be taught and 
cultivated in the home!  Our mission is to 
strengthen families by responsibly involving 
fathers in the lives of their children, families and 
communities and partnering with mothers to 
provide happy and safe families.  We see our 
Native American Fathers and Mothers as models 
of healthy parenting for happy and safe families 
everywhere. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
Community Need 
There is an immediate need to bring Native American men back 
to strengthening families by: 

 Understanding that they are not the problem but 
rather the solution  

 Their innate leadership abilities and understanding of 
the sacredness of families  

 Taking the lead in keeping families together  

Native fathers are the greatest untapped resource for their 
families and communities. With correct information and 
support they can find their true potential. Desperation can be 
transformed into hope and discouragement into self-worth and 
purpose. To truly honor the past we must improve upon the 
present by having hope and confidence in our fathers to 
strengthen families and bring unity to our Native Nations. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROGRAM FAST FACTS 
Congressional District(s): 5 & 9 
State Legislative District(s): 25 & 26 
Service Area by County/City: Maricopa 
County 
Project Federal Share:  $58,122 
Project Local Match:  N/A 
Community Volunteers Recruited: N/A 
Volunteer Hours Served: N/A 
Value of Volunteer Hours: N/A 

*2011 Independent Sector Rate for the Value of a Volunteer 
Hour in Arizona is $20.08 

 



 

 
 

 
 
Partnerships 
Native American Fatherhood & Families 
Association currently works with tribes all across 
the country.  From the Central Council Tinglet 
and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska to the 
Seminoles in Florida and the Penobscot Nation in 
Maine to the Partners in Development 
Foundation in Hawaii.    
 
VISTA Program 
This year Native American Fatherhood & 
Families Association has partnered with the 
AmeriCorps VISTA program.  We are very excited 
to have the opportunity to have three VISTA 
members to help us grow in three different 
areas.  Our first VISTA member will help in our 
strategic planning by reaching more tribes across 
the Nation and also working more with the 
Justice System in helping see the need for 
fatherhood programs.  Our second VISTA 
members will help in developing a social media 
campaign to draw attention for the need of 
father involvement in the lives of their children.  
The third VISTA member will help us by 
developing a fundraising campaign to continue 
to develop Fatherhood & Family programs 
within NAFFA’s organization. 
 
 
 

 
 
Overview: Program Activities, Goals and Priority Areas 
As a representative of the indigenous people of this great land 
NAFFA is positioned to take the leadership role in restoring the 
vision of the importance and value of families back to native 
people. Families are the heart of Native American cultures. 
There is no work more important than fatherhood and 
motherhood. From this position, NAFFA has developed two 
programs.  The first one is the Fatherhood Is Sacred program 
designed to strengthen individuals and families by laying a 
strong foundation of direction and purpose in life.  The second 
program just launched in 2014 is Linking Generations by 
Strengthening Relationships program which is designed to 
strengthen an individual’s self-worth and develop strong 
healthy relationships. By filling life with Hope – Gratitude and 
Understanding there is a powerful effect in attitude and 
behavior change. It inspires and ignites self-motivation in bring 
that change to a person. 

Little attention has been paid to the unique needs of the Native 
men as they struggled to become valuable family participants. 
NAFFA is striving to change that. In recent years most services 
and programs focused primarily on the needs of women and 
children. 

Our programs are being embraced by Native people across this 
country, recommended by community and government 
agencies, utilized by tribal programs and recognized by the 
White House as a leading resource for their fatherhood 
initiatives. America is feeling the impact of the erosion and 
breakup of the family and its great effects on society. Native 
Americans are feeling this as well. 

NAFFA has trained and certified over 300 facilitators in the 
Fatherhood Is Sacred and Motherhood Is Sacred programs, 
who lead a 12 week course offered to mothers and fathers in 
over 130 tribes and urban centers across the United States. 
Since 2002 over 9,000 Native fathers and mothers have 
participated in this program with outstanding results. NAFFA is 
trusted and respected among Native Americans and their 
communities. In January we launched our newest program 
Linking Generations by Strengthening Relationships.   
 

 

 

Project is sponsored by Federal agency CNCS. For more information visit: www.nationalservice.gov 

http://www.nationalservice.gov/

